
 

 

 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

     Date: May 3, 2010 

     Contact: Beth Hannon 

     Program Coordinator 

     (512) 567-6536 

    bhannon@frontsteps.org 

 

Celebrating 45 years of Service In Your Neighborhood!  
Austin AmeriCorps Week May 9-15, 2010 

Visit www.austinamericorps.org for full detail 

 

Austin, TX – “Domestic Peace Corps”; “Volunteers in Action”; “Change Makers”; AmeriCorps members have 

been given many titles over the years, but who is Austin AmeriCorps? This May, we want everyone to know the 

truth about AmeriCorps – our mission, our focus, and how you can become a fan of Austin AmeriCorps Week. 

  

This May will mark the 45
th

 year that AmeriCorps members have served those most in need right here in 

Austin’s communities. Less known and often unnoticed, AmeriCorps members are a critical layer of 

Austin’s rich and diverse social fabric. With more than 400 current members serving in  local schools, 

homeless shelters, food banks, nonprofit agencies, and religious institutions, AmeriCorps is the local face 

of change and hope for individuals in need.  

 

Why does the larger community need to know about AmeriCorps? Without our programs and our members, 

those most in need would not have the support they require to advance themselves.  

 More than 4,300 children would not have a tutor to help them in reading or provide the critical one-on-

one support that public teachers cannot provide 

 More than 600 adults who are homeless or under-employed would not have staff to meet with them and 

help them find housing, medical care, or employment services 

 More than 300 individuals with disabilities would not have advocates to help them access the resources 

they need to live more independently;  

 1500 high school and college students would lack the support of a mentor who helps facilitate their 

transition to college and make sure they persist 

 Local nonprofit and faith-based groups would lack the volunteer support they need to carry out their 

mission; many of our VISTA members recruit, train, and supervise volunteers regularly 

 City officials would have a harder time engaging young people in community-focused initiatives or 

careers in public service; AmeriCorps partners closely with local officials to make service opportunities 

available to everyone and our members meet with representatives to discuss local policy at work 

 

AmeriCorps members are from every state in the US. We come from a variety of backgrounds. We have 

different interests, goals, and values. Members commit one year of service. They train with professionals to 

become volunteer coordinators, tutors, case managers, life coaches, trainers, and organizers. Members make a 

lasting pledge to “serve their community” and “to get things done.”  www.austinamericorps.org 

 

Who are these members? What do they do? 

 

Why is AmeriCorps important to Austin’s thriving community? 
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Answer these questions and more at Austin AmeriCorps Week, beginning Sunday, May 9 and continuing 

through Saturday, May 15. Through these AmeriCorps projects, community members will be invited to 

volunteer, learn more, or make a commitment to the service program. Information booths, trivia nights, ultimate 

Frisbee tournaments, and a Day of Service highlight the many opportunities available. 

 
Austin AmeriCorps Awareness Week of Events & Day of Service Information 

 
Sunday, May 9 Open to Community 
 

 Booth at HOPE Farmer’s Market on the Eastside of Austin, 11am-3pm, 414 Waller Street, ATX 78702  
o It’s all about going local – Speak to current and past AmeriCorps members and enjoy a cup of coffee and 
some conversation at this popular Eastside farmer’s market! 

 
Monday, May 10 Open to the Community 

 Austin AmeriCorps Awareness Week Proclamation with Mayor Lee Leffingwell, City Hall, 3:15pm 

 Austin AmeriCorps Alums Happy Hour @ Red’s Porch, 6p-8p, 3508 South Lamar Blvd., ATX 78704 
o The Austin AmeriCorps Alums group will host this special night at Red’s Porch. Join us for an extended 

happy hour and to learn more about what we provide to the Austin community. 
 
Tuesday, May 11 Open to Community 

 Austin AmeriCorps Trivia Night @ Spider House, 7p-9p, 500 W. 29th Street, ATX 78705 
o Try your luck at trivia with some current and past AmeriCorps members! Come out and enjoy the Spider 

House and take a chance at winning some fantastic swag.  
 
Wednesday, May 12 Open to Community (both events) 

 Booth at Triangle Farmer’s Market, 4p-8p, 46th and Lamar, ATX 78751  

 Austin AmeriCorps Ultimate Tournament @ “The Rock” at  Zilker Park (near volleyball), 6p-9p 
o Think you have what it takes to play ultimate with some hardcore AmeriCorps members? Come on out 

and enjoy the game, some friendly competition and, of course, fabulous prizes. 
 
Thursday, May 13 Members and Alumni Only 

 Austin AmeriCorps Basketball Tournament @ South Austin Boys & Girls Club, 6p-8p  
o Current and past AmeriCorps members hit the hoops with Boys & Girls Club members at their South 

Congress location.  

 Happy Hour @ Freddie’s Place, 8:30p-10:30p, 1703 South First Street, ATX 78704 
o Celebrate Austin AmeriCorps Awareness week and extended happy hour deals at Freddie’s.  

 
Friday, May 14 Open to Community 

 Open House (Learn more about VISTA and AmeriCorps) - CNCS (Corporation for National and Community 
Service) Staff, 11a-2pm, 300 E. 8th Street, Ste. G-169, [photo id is required to enter bldg.] 

 Open House (Learn more about OneStar and AmeriCorps) - OneStar, 11a-2p, 816 Congress Avenue Suite 900 

 AmeriCorps Alumni Congress Walk for Change – Meet at The Hideout Coffeehouse, 617 Congress Avenue at 
10:30am, Members and alumni will march to the State Capitol together; Alumni will then proceed and speak to 
public officials about issues related to public service – everyone should wear their grays! 

 
Saturday, May 15 Open to Community, Alumni, and Members 

 Day of Service,*11am registration; 12pm-1:30pm Rally at State Capitol Lawn (open to all) & 1:30pm-4pm Service 
Projects in Greater Austin (open to all who RSVP for service) 

o Join us for a brunch and speeches from local community leaders, State Capitol Lawn, 12-1:30pm – A 
Celebration of 45 Years of Service in Your Community! 



 

 

o RSVP for a service project at a local homeless shelter, elementary school, public green space, or other 
sites, TBD. When you RSVP, you are committing to a 2 hour service project where you will work with 
current members and Alumni to better your community. Non-AmeriCorps members can RSVP to 
Charlotte Benbenek-Price, cebenbenek-price@ag.tamu.edu. All members should RSVP to their Program 
Coordinators 
 

 
 

BACKGROUND: AmeriCorps, often known as the ñdomestic Peace Corps,ò is part of a growing national 

initiative to eliminate poverty and address critical, unmet needs right here in the United States. Austin is home 

to more than a dozen AmeriCorps national service programs in which participants commit to a year of national 

service and complete from 300 to 1,700 hours of tutoring, mentoring, building environmentally sound houses, 

repairing trails or teaching after-school classes. In return for their service, members earn a modest living 

allowance and an education award from $1,000 to $4,725 that can be used for educational loans or 

tuition.Since 1994, these programs have leveraged over $40 million of federal, state and local funding to serve 

Austinôs low-income communities and schools. During this time, Austin AmeriCorps members have earned $6.8 

million in education awards.  
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